Pure gastric yolk sac tumor that was diagnosed after curative resection: case report and review of literature.
We recently experienced an 87-yr-old man with gastric yolk sac tumor. Preoperative diagnosis was poorly differentiated adenocarcinoma in the cardia of stomach without apparent metastasis. A total gastrectomy was performed. The precise histological examination after surgery revealed the tumor was composed of pure gastric yolk sac tumor without adenocarcinomatous components. The surgical margin and the resected lymph nodes were histologically negative for the tumor and a curative resection was performed. Five months after the operation, enlargement of the intraabdominal lymph nodes occurred with elevation of serum alpha fetoprotein (AFP), and the patient died 2 mo later. Gastric yolk sac tumors are very rare, and only six cases of gastric yolk sac tumors have been previously reported in the literature. Five out of six cases are accompanied by components of adenocarcinoma, and our present case is the second report of pure gastric yolk sac tumor to the best of our knowledge.